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Documentary Sources on the History of Manila at the  

Archdiocesan Archives of Manila  

 

Rev. Fr. Roy M. Rosales  

Director  

Archdiocesan Archives of Manila  

 

 The prime holdings of the Archdiocesan Archives of Manila are 

manuscripts of ecclesiastical politico -historical information from the time 

of colonial Philippines (late 1500õs up).  Although the gathering of 

archival collection was only consequential to the function of 

conscientious record keepi ng within the Catholic Church during the 

Spanish Period, the Archdiocesan Archives came into existence at that 

very moment.   The history of colonial Philippines is tied up with the 

history of the Church in the colony because Spanish colonization was a 

join t enterprise between the State and the Church under the patronage 

of the King of Spain.  Under the rationale for conquest which the 

Spaniards defined for themselves, colonization was justified only in 

terms of evangelization.  The record collection of the Church in the 

Philippines, therefore, provides materials for historical writing, and 

since religion was woven into the very core of the colonial lifestyle, 

these Church records are able to present various aspects of colonial 

history.   

The Archives of the Archdiocese of Manila could have been such a rich 

source of historical data if its collection was well preserved.  It, however, 

shared the tragedy of neglect that was the fate of Philippine government 

records and institutional repositories in the country, until, at some point 

in time, some person or persons arrived at the scene, and with a sense 

of commitment and logistics to make possible the expression of that 

commitment, directed much effort to arrest the ravages of neglect, take 

measures to conserve the  bulk of what remained, and organize the 

collection into some order for the benefit of the researcher.  

  The Roman Catholic Church in the Philippines was 

juridically established with the organization of the Diocese of Manila, 

suffragan to  
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the Archdiocese of Mexico, in 1579.  Upon the representation of Philip II, 

Pope Clement VIII elevated Manila in 1595 into an Archdiocese, w ith three 

suffragan dioceses: Nueva Segovia in the Ilocos, Nueva Cáceres in 

Southern Luzon (Kabikolan), and Cebu.  On August 14, 1595, Manila 

became an Archdiocese.  

 This ecclesiastical organization remained unchanged throughout the 

Spanish colonial period except for the erection of the Diocese of Jaro in 

1865.  Apparently the Spanish hierarchy was very good at recor d keeping 

but the gaps in our holdings may be attributed to the losse s during the 

twentieth century: t he transfer and destruction of the documents due to 

uncontrolled storage conditions.  The oldest records in the Archives are 

Cedularios  for 1573, Obras Pias of 1615, and some records of ecclesiastical 

government from 1620.  

 The extent of Church involvement in colonial life is reflected in the 

variety of cases that fell within the activity of the Church.  It is to be 

remembered that under the colonial system , the responsibility for social 

service was the concern of the Church.  Likewise, some judicial cases were 

within the jurisdiction of Church function.   

 We have Cedularios  from 1573ð1794, 1744ð1810, 1780ð1812, 1806ð

1833, 1833ð1838.  Records of our Obras Pias ð 1615ð1919.  Gobierno Civil ð 

Varios Oficios ð 1758ð1898, 1899ð1900.  Real Audiencia ð 1886.  Oficios de 

Superior Gobierno  ð 1706.  Decretos y Bandos ð 1837ð1898. 

 The arrangement of the documents was made according to 

provenance, resulting in four re cord groups, namely, RG I is on General 

Administration, consisting of documents pertaining directly to the functions 

of the Archbishop of Manila, the Archdiocesan Council, other ecclesiastical 

units and finance; RG II is on the administration of the Sacram ents in the 

Church; RG III covered Personnel, including the clergy and the religious; 

and RG IV is entitled Asuntos Generales, to cover miscellany such as 

asuntos civiles, asuntos morales, asuntos criminales, beatificaciones , 

milagros y reliquias , bulas de cruzadas, baguios, incendios , terremotos , etc. 

 One of the more valuable sources of information in the holdings of 

our Archives is the Anales Ecclesicaticos de Philipinas y de la Excellencia 

de Potestad que los Señores Arzobispos Gozan como Metropolitanos  de 

Ellas (2 volumes).  These sources deal with the history of the Church in the 

Philippines, specifically on the life, powers and activities of the 
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Metropolitan Archbishops of Manila and the suffragan bishops of the 

colony.  It is still a rich source of h istorical data.  Even as the accounts deal  

with the persons and accomplishments of the prelates, events in the 

political sphere of the colony are included whenever they touch directly or 

indirectly the government of the Church.  Hence, in this collection of 

documents one may find accounts of the controversies between church 

leaders and the Vice -Royal Patron (the Governor Gen eral), as in the case 

between Archbishop Guerrero (1635 ð1641) and Governor Hurtado de 

Corcuera and  Archbishop Poblete (1653 ð1667) and Governor Diego de 

Salcedo.  It contains as well accounts of the attempted invasion by Chinese 

corsairs Limahong and Koxin ga. The volumes are not dated but cover 

events from the arrival in the islands of Magellan in 1521 to events in 1600 

in Volume I.  More on the seventeenth century are found in Volume II.  

 The latest documents we have on the History of Manila are contained 

in a two-volume work entitled òA Pilgrimage in Time (1565 ð 1999),ó 

commissioned to be written on the occasion of the 400 th year of the 

establishment of Manila as an Archdiocese in 1995.  

 The two-volume work consists of the:  

The Evangelization of the Phili ppines and the Formative Years of the 

Archdiocese (1565 ð1850) 

An Ambiguous and Aborted Renewal of the Manila Church (1850 ð 898) 

The Archdiocese of Manila during the American Period (1898 ð1949) 

The Archdiocese of Manila under the Filipino Archbishops (1949ð1999) 

This work was made possible by the collaboration of Fr. Lucio Gutiérrez, 

OP, Msgr. Emmanuel Sunga, Msgr. Ruperto Santos and Mr. Armando de 

Jesus. 

There are other documentary sources of the history of Manila in our 

Archives, a listing of which i s provided here . 
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SOURCE 

 

 

TITLE  

 

DESCRIPTION  

 

Archival 

Records  

  

 

1 

 

Archives of the Archdiocese of 

Manila : a summary inventory by Sr. 

Maria Rita Ferraris -Manila:AAM,1981  

 

This booklet provides a listing of the 4 

Record Group (RG) indicating the Record  

Series. Under each Record Series, are  the 

sub-series, sub -sub-series, sub -sub-sub 

series up to sub -sub-sub-sub series. The 

box numbers and folder numbers are not 

specifically given.  

2 Catalogue IA  by Sr. Ma. Rita Ferraris, 

translated by Prof. A. Pelingo  in 6 

volumes with 4 different phases 

namely:  

2.1 Phase Ia (Volume 1)-Ecclesiastical 

government (1794 -1925) 

2.2Phase 1b 4 (Volume 2)-Decretos, 

Oficios, Consultas (1826 -1829) 

2.3 Phase1c (Volume 3) Church 

Councils (1771,1931-1932) and 

Diocesan Synods (1911-1925) 

2.4 Phase 1c (Volume 4)-Folders 10-

14; Documents 1-151 

2.5 Phase 1c (Volume 5) Folder 15; 

Document 152 following.  

2.6 Phase 1d (Volume 6) Decretos, 

Oficios y Consultas (1863 -1889) 

 ¶This catalogue is based on the 

òArrangement and Descriptionó by then 

Archivist, Sr. Maria Rita Ferraris.  

N.B. A Catalogue is different from an index.  

 

 

¶This catalogue gives a synoptic translation 

of the documents. In this case, the catalogue 

does not cover those documents without 

translation  

So far, only the docume nts  1A1D 10, have 

been translated by Prof. Andres Pelingo.  

3 Catalogue 1A , translated by Prof. A. 

Pelingo  

This is similar to the Catalogue 1a by Sr. 

Ma. Rita  Ferraris except for the format  and 

typesetting by Mr. Bernie Sobremonte . 
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Data entries from Phase 1d (Decretos) up to 

Box 1d11 of Libro del Gobierno 

Ecclesiastico are continually updated  

4 Archdiocesan Archives of Manila:A 

Catalogue of Archival Documents, 

Testimonies and Holdings by Rev. Fr. 

Ruperto Santos.-Manila:RCAM,c1994  

Indicates the box number, box titles and 

folder titles of the 600 boxes. It also 

indicates records with micofilm and those 

with none.  

5 Anales Ecclesiasticos de Philipinas 

1574-1862=Ecclesiastical Annals of the 

Philippines . . .ed. by Rev. Fr. R. 

Santos and translated in English by 

Prof. A. Pelingo; vols. 1&2  

This is about the history of the Philippine 

Church. It is Box 1.A 2 in the Archdiocesan 

Archives of Manila: A Catalogue of  Archival  

Documents, Testaments and Holdings by 

Rev. Fr. Ruperto R. Santos. 

6 

 

 

AAM Indices  

6.1Title Index (Abjurations -Youth 

Issue) 

6.2Date Index (1573 -1926) 

6.3Name Index (Abad -Yusi) 

6.4Place Index (Abucay -Vigan)  

The date, name, title and place indices are 

based on the folder titles and the subject 

index on the box titles of Rev. Fr. R. Santos 

Catalogue  

7 Subject Index  for the AAM prepared 

by Paolo Colabres in 1999 upon the 

instruction of Ms. Bernardita M. Reyes, 

Asst. Archivist.  

This is an alphabetical arrangement of the 

different topics fromó Abjurationsó to 

òVarios Oficiosó. This is different from AAM 

Catalogue. Indices of subject, name, title 

and place which are based on the Box and 

Folder titles listed in Rev. Fr. R. Santosõ 

Catalogue.  

8 Title Index  based on box titles or 

record group series prepared by Sr. 

Ma. Rita Ferraris, RVM for the AAM  

The boxes are chronologically arranged 

according to record  group. The listing of 

box titles can be found in Rev. Fr. R. Santosõ 

Catalogue published in 1993  
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9 

 

AAM microfilm catalogue in 3 

volumes.  

9.1Volume 1 -Non-genealogical 

records (1573 -1959) 

9.2Volume 2 -Genealogical records 

(Archives:1615 -1955) 

9.3Volume 3 -Genealogical records 

(Parishes:1641-1977) 

Restricted documents not covered; 

microfilm in duplicates; vol ume 1 was 

reviewed already and correction on date 

covered were noted.  

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAM Indices for the microfilm 

Catalogue  

10.1 Volume 1 ð Non-Genealogical 

Records 

Date Index (1573 -1939) 

Title Index (Administracion de 

Haciendas y Rentas Propriedades 

Vicarios  Foraneos y Curas Parrocos)  

10.2 Volume 2 ð Genealogical Records  

Date Index (1586 -1950) 

Title Index (Asuntos Esponsales -

Visitas Diocesanas)  

10.3 Volume 3 -Genealogical Records  

Date Index (1620 -1947) 

Title Index (Bautismos -Pardon de 

Almas 

Place Index (Adamson University -

Taytay) 
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11 Catalogue of AAM : Gives a Summary 

Description of each of the 700 boxes 

(Second Series) Description of each of 

the folders/per box is also provided.  

11.1Title of Record Group Index 

According to Chronological 

Arrangement of  Boxes. 

N.B. As an on-going project assigned 

to Prof. Pelingo and Ms . Carmen 

Torre -handwritten out put is 

photocopied and bound for access.  

Classifying the document; giving a profile 

of the record series; indicating the period 

covered; location in the shelv es and the 

number of boxes per record series.  

12 Informaciones Matrimoniales : 

Name listing from the year 1635 -1927; 

Box 14.A1-Box 20 E 14 (completed and 

ready for encoding).  

An alphabetical list of all names in the 

Informaciones Matrimoniales covering the  

period 1635 -1927 based on Boxes 14 A 1-

Boxes 20 E 14. The names from 1800 were 

based on the typewritten list prepared by 

Sr. Purisima Jimenez. The names before 

1800 and after 1899 were done by Ms. 

Victoria Chua and Carmen Torre. Also to be 

included in thi s catalogue are the names of 

persons listed from the Sta. Cruz Church 

Book of Marriage from Sept. 1810 -1894. 
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Library  

Holding s 

  

 
1 

A Guide to the Rare Books 

collection of the AAM  Library 

prepared by Ms. Feliciana Aldaba -

Manila:RCAM, 2001 

A guide consisting of 216 entries covering 

the period from 1775 to 1944. 

Alphabetically arranged by main entries.  

 
2 

Index to Cor Manila  prepared by F. 

L. Aldaba -Manila:RCAM, 2001. 

Comprehensive guide  to the contents of 

the said publications from its first  issue in 

1975 to its last issue in 1988 

 
 
3 

Index to Manila Digest  1989-1990 by 

F. L. Aldaba-Manila:RCAM 2001 

Comprehensive author -subject index to the 

contents of the said publication from its first 

issue in 1989 to its last issue in 1990 

 
4 

A Catalogue of the General 

Filipiniana Book  collection of the 

AAM Library/by F. L. Aldaba -

Manila:RCAM, 2002 

A classified listing of all Filipiniana printed 

publications published from 1945 to the 

present, available at the AAM 

Library.Supplement no. 1 is also  provided.  

 
5 

Catalogue of the General Reference 

Book  Collection of the AAM 

Library/by F. L. Aldaba -Manila:RCAM, 

2002. 

A classified listing of all foreign publications 

published from 1945 to the present, available 

at the AAM Library.. 

 

Adapted from a paper p resented at the 13th Annual Manila a Studies Conference , 

July 14-15, 2003,  De La Salle University, Manila . 

Reprinted with permission of the Manila Studies Association.  All Rights Reserved.  
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THE CULION LEPROSY MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES  

 

Ricardo L. Punzalan, Doctoral Student  

University of Michigan School of Information  

 

In the early years of the American colonial administration of the 

Philippines, one of its primary concerns was the implementation of a 

health and sanitation program that was heavily i nfluenced by the then 

emerging fields of public health and tropical medicine. Leprosy was 

among the tropical diseases considered prevalent in the country. Given 

the absence of any known cure and inspired by numerous positive 

reports about the colony in Mol okai in Hawaii, an active campaign for the 

segregation of òlepersó* was initiated. By May 1906,the first contingent of 

patients arrived in Culion. In order to provide legal framework for the 

active collection and incarceration of people suspected of lepros y 

throughout the archipelago, a segregation law that practically 

criminalized the harboring and non -voluntary submission of òlepersó was 

enacted in 1907. By the 1930õs, the Culion was considered the worldõs 

                                                      

 

* The term òleperó has been widely recognized as stigmatizing and 

because of this, it was advocated at the Fifth International Congress of 

Leprosy in 1948 that its use be discontinued. My use of the term is 

mainly to recreate past perspect ives and conditions associated with the 

disease but not to endorse them.  
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Fig. 1 

largest leprosaria in terms of patient number and  its reputation in providing 

advanced research and treatment methods.  

The compulsory separation of the afflicted in a distant and 

uninhabited island was the American colonial governmentõs policy for 

controlling the spread of the dreaded disease. Consequently, certain 

attitudes towards leprosy became a legacy that remained ev en decades 

after the colonial era came to an end. Culion, in contemporary memory, 

connotes banishment to and isolation in an òisland of no return.ó  

Museum Exhibition  

On 6 May 2006, the exhibition entitled òA Journey Into 100 Years of 

Culionó was opened in time for islandõs centennial anniversary as a 

leprosarium. Through this exhibition, the Culion Museum and Archives was 

also launched and became one of the highlights of the centennial 

celebration. The exhibition presented 100 years of Culion, featuring 

important aspects of its history and various episodes of its community life, 

as well as its achievements and contributions in leprosy research and 

treatment. The main goal is to provide the audience with the understanding 

of what is Culion and what is its as sociation with leprosy and the 

segregation of people affected by the disease. For this purpose, four 

galleries were devoted for the display of photographs and other 

memorabilia depicting community and institutional contexts and realities, 

with each space h aving specific theme contributing towards one unified 

message of understanding Culionõs challenging, meaningful and colorful 

past.     

The display occupies almost the entire ground floor of the Museum and is 

divided into four galleries.  

Gallery 1 (The Fir st Contingent of Patients)  

 

Upon entry to the gallery, 

the first image that will be seen is a 

large photograph of the female 

ward taken in the 1920õs (Fig. 1). 

This image gives the viewer a feel 

of how an actual ward looked like 

in the early day s of the Culion as a 

òleperó colony.  
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Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 

 

Directly opposite this image 

is a replica of a patientõs bed (Fig. 

2) and beside it is a photo of a nun 

attending to a patient in a ward.  

 

  

Two walls are dedicated for texts and 

images relating to the arrival of the 

first contingent of patients and the 

early medical staff, including the 

pioneer religious volunteers of 

Culion (Fig. 3 & 4).  

      

 

Gallery 2 (Chaulmoogra Treatment)  

 

 

This gallery (Fig. 5 &  6) illustrates 

how the preparation and application 

of Chaulmoogra oil was researched 

and studied in Culion.  

 

 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 2 
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Fig. 9 

Fig. 10 

 

 

 

In the 1920õs, raw chaulmoogra oil (in 

a drum) from India was processed in 

the Island (Fig. 7).  

 

Consequently, Culion became the 

worldõs major supplier of the 

òMercado Mixtureó and pioneered its 

use and administration known as the 

òplanchaó method (Fig. 8).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

During its time, the application of 

the òMercado Mixtureó was the 

most advanced treatment 

developed for leprosy. Before and 

after treatment photos (Fig. 9 & 10)  

 

 

 

Fig. 7 

Fig. 8 
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Fig. 13 

Fig. 11 

Fig. 11 

and a silent film entitled òLeprosy,ó 

(Fig. 11) produced and directed in 

Culion in 1929, (copy courtesy of the 

Smithsonian Institution) are shown to 

demonstrate this point.   

       

Also displayed in the gallery is a 

hammock used as òambulanceó to 

transport p atients to illustrate an 

aspect of treatment in the former 

leper colony (Fig. 12).    

 

Gallery 3 (Community Life)  

The small room beside the gallery 

entrance is converted to imitate the 

viewing room of the Balala Nursery to 

provide a space to reflect on how the 

segregation of children was 

implemented in Culion (Fig. 13 & 14).     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 9 
Fig. 11 

Fig. 12 

Fig. 14 
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Fig. 15 

Fig. 16 

Fig. 19 

Fig. 20 

Fig. 16 

Fig. 17 

Fig. 18 

 Community life involves the 

dynamic interaction of various 

religious, family, recreational, peace 

and order, political and livelihood 

activities in the Island (Fig. 15, 16, 17 & 

18). For many, Culion connotes 

segregation and affliction to an 

òIsland of no return.ó It is 

important to contrast this by 

presenting images of the Island as a 

community of people engaged in 

ònormaló activities associated with 

the not so distant outside world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Other important points in the 

community life of Culion are its unique 

currency (Fig. 19), the gate that 

segregates the Island between 

òcoloniaó (colony) and òsanoó (clean)  

Fig. 19 
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